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SECRfl 


msmmm tori chief, sr 


_ for Jhesday, 32 March 1360 , 

htttmsea Mp. Hykola LEBED m S Chief, fit. 
foeeifie time fear meeting to be arranged for 
Chief, fit's convenience. “ 

Plata, Room 737. 


tbe following points on Mykola LEBED's bacicground and a 
list of topics ha may taping up for discussion at subject meeting 
haw been prepared far your information. She fit operation in 
ehioh he is involved is the oldest uninterrupted project fit 
has. Jt antedates the fit division Itself, par all practical 
purposes the project taps la mid^August 2$kB f after two years 
of eMploratoey intermittent contact. 
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1. Mykola XJB3HB, the General Sraretsary far Foreign Affairs of 
the Ukrainian Supreme Liberation Council, is fifty -one years of age. 

Be was bora near Lvov la that part of the Astern t&raine (Galicia) , 
which then belonged to Auatro«Buagary» Be graduated from a Lvov high 
school la 1931, after which. he became completely Involved la the 
Qrgaairatiaa of Ukrainian Nationalists (QWf) . Soon after, la order 
to escape the Polish authorities, Who at that time administered the 
Western Ukraine, he went to Csechoalovakia, thus beginning a series 
of international border crossings sad clandestine operations Which 
continue down to this day* 

2. The name of ttohela EBBED first came into prominence la the 
western Ukraine la 193s, shea he vas arrested ty the Nasi police la 
a North Sea peat and extradited to the Poles la connection nth the 
assassination of C o loael Bronislav Pier&cki, Minister of the Interior 
of Poland. After a trial Which lasted several weeks, Imbed and 
Stepan Bandera ware convicted of planning the as s a ssi na t ion and sea* 
traced to death, later commuted to life imprisonment. 

3* LEW© escaped from the Poles during German b o mbi ng s la 1939* 

Be managed to find hie wife. Whom he had married While both were la 
prison la 1933* together they seat to Slovakia rad from there to 
Home in an attempt to reach the Waited dtates . Is 19tl LEBBD returned 
to fllovakia and from there to Poland, where he continued to be aetive 
with the OWN, particularly la intelligence activities . 

k. On 30 June 19^1 vhra German troops entered the Soviet Union, 

thfi fftcltl on tllO "fev 1 iMi rt tviNfttt T 

independence of the Ukraine. The German Army was at first favorably 
disposed, but arrests soon began. While Ban dera vas soon picked up 
and spent t to sa tebps var l& adsd tbs Gsstapo 

and SB dragnet (see attached circular) and escaped to fight both the 
emaaff mmI the Soviets with egjual seal sad determination. (H is 
family was arrested sad sprat the war la fievrashruBk.) la 19^3 time 
<5® Bandera-Lebed group consolidated its control over the Ukr ainian 
Insurgent Army (UFA) end that fell t he UHVR, the Ukrainian S upreme 
Liberation Oouacll, was formed as the sup reme representative body of 
the rdilfitdKtOQ $€W£$ttftst* madft Stcvot^ of Foreign 

Affairs, a post Which he holds today. 

9. fallowing a period of negotiations with the Hungarian Army, 
Which had been assigned by the Germans to wipe out the f&A, the Polish 
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\j»dergrouad and the Rumanian Army, UMB we sent in 194? to Italy 
1 m» contact the Allies* (His wife and daughter had been spirited out 
of Germany by the underground and had mot him In Slovenia.) He reached 
Hens and remained there until 1947 . trying to get Allied support for 
the UPA, still engaged in full-scale tattle with the Bed Amy and H7P 
troops. In 1948 UfflBD want to Germany# from where he emigrated to the 
United States a year later. 

6. As head of the foreign Repres entat ion of the UH9R (Z3P/UH9R) 

and as Secretary for foreign Affairs# XMMIS is the ranking member of 
the UHVH abroad today. He has been in opemtleiiai contact with this 
Agency since December 1948, Wen CL -L got in touch with feta* 

Besides numerous project officers# he has met the following senior 01 
officers? Messrs. CL _LJ C_ _3 ZL_ a**d CL _I7 * 

7. rjBHHD has a rrived in the Mist with documentary authority to 
act on behalf of the UHVR abroad, further doouoentary proof of his 
authority wan brought ty couriers from We Ukraine la 1949 and again 
in 1993. She courier pouches were opened in the presence of CIA of- 
ficers. 

8. IZBED's entire career, from 1933 until the present# has been 
spent in clandestine operations of We most diverse nature, as well as 
overt political work. His mind runs along ope ratio nal linos and he is 

amer« There are few agents of HR today who have 
ftio mne depth# variety an d lengt h of experience in clandestine 
operations. Be is particularly adept at c a lcula tin g We reel odds on 
a given operation. Above ell# operationally he is a realist and lines 
to give meticulous attention to detail. As one might aspect Of a nan 
who hae so long fought against overwhelming opposition and survived, 
he is canny. Be lays great stress on coapartmeatatlon nod the menfeere 
of his organisation learn classified data about We group's clandestine 
operations only if they have a legitimate need to know* The fallowing 
terms may he used to describe him briefly? completely devoted to the 
cause of Ukrwinlmi nationalism; unswerving! probably courageous; 
sthbbom# but willing to make calculated concessions Wen there is no 
alternative; tough. 

9* During the early years of his association wiW us# IB BSD had 
two primary objectives s First, to establish firm sad regular contact 
vlth Qe&o&oX jjain CHin^fffiCAy eoMiatof &t 

and leading member of the OUR remaining in We Ukraine; secondly# to 
establish liaison with Western governments and non-governmental organ!- 
satlo&A yfrflfrfc could gtw itd to th© Stesisim ii&tloiiQXidt awt ws t 
the ttoflaln© • u&Liko tho majority of othosr 

aitui 'Russian emigre groups, LEBED had specific orders and tasks assigned 
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to him by an existing organization inside the USSR) for this reason 
the SQ?/UK?R has Indulged less then other groups la jockeying fit 
prestige la the emigration. Bis mandate has teem clear and therefore 
generally respected. 

10. It wu already clear in 1948 that LSBED’s group was one of 
the few organisations Russian or non-Russian which could justly claim 
to represent an aative anti -Soviet movement In the USSR able to carry 
an affective eperati one. 

11. % 1953 it es s crystal dear both to XJSBRD and to SR that 
HEDSOX operation* could not produce reliable regular communication 
channels to the Ukraine. Moreover* by then the Soviets bed succeeded 
in crushing the UPA as an organised fighting force* it was also dear 
to UBBBB by this time tint he had little if any chance to get from the 
United States Government any more favorable statement of policy than 
that which was sent In 1951 to General Paras CHUPMfSiA. and which read 
Bpjpygqct amfrgly m i follow® i 


"She United States actively supports the principle 
of self-determination . The United States is prepared 
to take all reasonable steps to insure that the future 
of the Ukraine will depend upon the will of the majority 
of the Ukrainian people, it would be only ethical for 
the United States* as the leading nation of the democratic 
anti -Bolshevist world* to give moral and other types Of 
support to her democratic and freedom-loving allies* She 
Uhlted States stands on the position of the Atlantic 
Charter." 


Such a policy statement was cleared with the Ifepartnamt of State and has 
not been revoked* 

IS* from 1953 to 1958 the group experimented with other means such 
as radio «*»>d gmllis g for receiving contact with the Ukraine • la t he 
summer of 1958* the group or ganis ing and mounting contact opera- 
tions t its first major effort took place at the Brussels world’s fair. 
SB/3 now la in the process of systematising and expanding ZPUHVS’s 
operational capabilities on the premise that Ukrainians have been shown 
to be exceptionally willing to undertake anti -Soviet activities. 


13* fen the last thirty yeas* Myfcola I28HBP ha* devoted * sped, peat* 
of his thinking to coalyelng the Soviets* tactics, both in their attempts 
to stamp out Okr afalaa nationalism and their ether domes tic m& foreign 
policies , mm> is ooKKvisetd that uniat* President Eisenhower by word or 
deed shows during his trip to the Soviet t&ion that he appreciates the fact 
that the many nationalities of the soviet Union have separate histories, 
cultures and, hence, national characteristics, his trip will bitterly dia- 
nwwoiitt noa-Bustiaaa she res e at living under hegsmony* thus 

further consolidating toe Soviet regime. She Soviet press has for the past 
year bean playing up American ignorance concerning nationality differences 
inside the tfflffit. (it is hoped that Eisenhower vill not make the type- of 
mistake which MacKl lla a did in ref taring to Kiev as "this old historical 
Russian city".) 1SS8S vill t he r ef or e probably have specific r eco mmen d *.- 
tieas for Eisenhower' • trip, fhr example, if Siseabewar is to visit the 
Ukraine during bin trip * an American interpreter for Idas Ukrainian language 
should obviously go with bin. fits sane applies to ether nationality 
republics* 

It. it ii only natural that IXBS3> and his group do not approve of 
peaceful coexistence between the united States and the USSR on Soviet 
terms. Os feels that United States refrainmeat from using the national- 
ities question to promote evolution inside the Soviet Union sheas a serious 
lack of understanding of Soviet realities by Amaerieaa policy maker*/ 
particularly since the Soviets us© the issue of nati onalis m as their prime 
tool in Africa, Asia and to some extent elsewhere. LESSEE, however, does 
not go with emigres who think that t he in c lus ion of Cossekla s ag a 

Idol -Ural in the Saptive nations Week resolution was a good idea* Is 
is a realist - not a romantic. Bis proposals in recent years for Halted 
States official action on the nationalities question have been objective 
*pnd entirely feasible . 

15. i jpiMjh alight mention his that his group’s broad- 

casts from Athens were- turned off without warning . It is the lack of 
vftT wf Ti ft 1 utA 1n h# i ^ th$ bti&sS&til it# sio 

exist which bctbemblm most . If he barings this up it will be aw a matter 
of prjtnelpLS|i i.e., that we do not in the future cancel any of his ether 
activities without parlor consultation., (inc identally, •:£• J as- 

sumed the entire cans fey not telling EjBBBP of the broadcasts* terminating. 
Steve seemed So sense in telling him until a decision re final termination 
was reached in late Jhau&ry i 960 .) 

16 . eacouragad ly Bohlea’e erf&Gftdagfco# it | 

Day o^leTwatloii In Wsushlagfcoa. Slocc to 0$®#14 <hp® in 

hi s pre*mt position t o be a key man, he ha e exproeeed a i5te*i*e to talk 


SECRET 



with him oa topics Ukrainian. Based m hi* pest eaper fences, M 
is of the opinion that any wittea statement he may oaks to the Department 
of State mould not reach Bohlea, and therefore h© may ask us to arrange 
for aa appointment. If me feel Bofclen is sot the proper man for him to 
Speak vith, m earn suggest some one else in State, fflssre is already a 
precedent for such a meeting inasmuch as the Vice President of the UHVB 
conferred with Dick Davis and Freddy Reinhardt at State in 1991. 


